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Torino’s

gy

fwo sides have
history, lore -

By Jerry Shriver
LISA TODAY

TORING — I athietes find it easier to
sugnmon wp performance-inspithog mojo
at these Olympic Gaities, it may be because
the city has been known for centuries asa
ceper for magic, both black and white,

From the supposed Gates of Helt in Plaz-
2 Btatuto to the chureh whete the Holy
Shroud is hidden away, Torino 0=
tentius spiritual vibe that puts Harding vs.
Kerrigan toshame.

“There is a need fo believe in magic,
even if people don’t believe In i, says
Pamels Shaw, a freelwwe guide for the
Sernewhere tour company.

The firm is one of several in the city that
conducts “magic” tours during which treks
to major historical and architectral sites,
churches and monunents are interwoven
with narratives on religious lore and urban
myths, and tales of murder and mayhem.

The touss are based upon an assumption,
of fuzzy historical origin, that Torino is part
of a "whife magic” triangle along with
{yont, Fraswe and Prague, and a “black mag-
i triangde, with San Faociseo and Lon-
don, The intesections of those forces are
ihought ti create good and evil sides of the

cityg

Such tatk promptseye-rolling from some
longtime rr?ﬂe‘:\g wi):: \wul?flﬂxe the su-
stitious past taid to iest.

“The people of Turin are skeptical, indif-
fevent today,” says Renzo Rossotti, a novel-
ist and jourhalist who has written exten-
sively aliout the region’s culture. “Torino is
& oy of arts and inchustry, not of dreams
ad i 3

aw totes that many of the towr
r4 are msidents who moved fram
southern Raly to waork in the fattoiies and
fonking W explore the city's history.

A5 o heautiful Barogque city and the:
o't knowe anything about jmey’re‘g{
W miazed that theee are so many devil-
like faces iooking down on them: (from
talleling sconges whien they watk amund.”

Somewliere’s tiwo-hour towrs (nightly
hsring the Ofyopics) begin in darkness at
Hazza Statuto on the west side, in an area
sony the 45th parallel that is said to be a
trnan-era burial ground and the sile of
aililic hangings and several massacres
‘the. very heart of Black” Torino” says
shav

In the plazza is a stove menurient ded-
cated to workers kitled while building the
Fping il tunnet Hokine Taly and France.

FAstDIme:

ik

Atop the memument is a -crowin-wearing
frgure believed by some w be Lucifer, the
rebetangel.

He faces away from the tuanel and
points toward two other religious-themed
sronaments to the cast, in the “white” sec+
tiore. And at the base of the tungel monu-
nient is 2 manhote cover that'is “The Gates
of Hell” — but which also leads te the city's
15-kilometer network of underground
tuinels,

“} don't elieve in the 'black’ and ‘wbire,”

s

Skating is a magical experience: Plazza Solferino features an ice vink as well as a little history as a center for magic i Torino.

but | am nterested in it” says Shaw, who
adds that she has seen evidence of black
masses during her 30 years in the city.

The tour continues past a former nsang
asylum for women that now houses the
ity's archives, a statue of a priest who
comforted. condemned Frismers iix the
18605, a former Masort's lodge, reputed al-
chemists caves, old mansions with devil-
mask door knockers, geilfins, gargovies and
grimacing faces, and uthey notoripus sites
of thearea.

Dark side: From left to right: Piazza Statuto, the “black
heart” of Torino, a gold devil’'s door knocker ona 17th-
cemtiwy mansion, and the Gates of Hell, manhole cov-
e leading to the city's underground tunnels,

magic qt as simple as black,
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Ghosts come into: play at the Cemetery
of St. Peter in Chaws, which 15 said to be
haunted by the wile of & Russian diplomat
who died after givirsi Bith,

Hope returns on the “white” side of the
city toward the east which is anchored by
the Church of the Gran Madie de Dio
{Grand Mother of God),

it’s fronted by a monument featuring a
Rgure that holds aloft what's interpreted as
acup of Christ’s blood, “and the Holy Grail
may be bepeath the church itself” says

white

The tour aormially concludes, of course
at “the very. heart of “white’ Torino,” saw
Shaw, a spot between two equestrian stat:

ues in front of the royal palace, where the
Hely Shroud used to be on public display iy
the 1700s.

But during the Games that spot shares
Space with a new source of magic: It's thi
site of @ platortn wheve the medals will be
d{; d around the necks of the winping
a 5.



